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Deviation in orientation due the Mistranslation of Historical

Documents of Sakhalin Island during the Mongol Empire
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Abstract

In Chinese and Persian texts of the Mongolian Empire and Yuan Dynasty,
there are examples of descriptions of Central Asia that show a 90-degree
clockwise shift in the azimuthal sense. The reasons for this have remained
unclear, but a new interpretation of this query has been recently
presented. The contents of the report are as follows.

Initially, the Mongolian language expressed direction as four quarters
(front, back, right, left). When the direction words were translated into
Chinese, they became cardinal directions (south, north, west, east). The
translation was later included in the official Chinese historical works,
like the ”"Yuan Shi” (History of the Yuan Dynasty), without any corrections
As a result, some of the descriptions in the history books are out of
alignment with the actual direction.

The author noticed a description among Chinese historical documents
referring to the battle between the Yuan Dynasty and Ainu on Sakhalin
Island recorded the direction as “east,” but the actual direction was
“south.” The location from the text shows a 90-degrees counterclockwise
from the actual site. The reason may be explained as follows: they set
"west,” the direction from Sakhalin Island to the headquarters of the
Yuan Dynasty at the lower Amur basin, as “front.” In this case, the
southern part of Sakhalin Island, the Ainu settlement area, is described
as left in Mongolian. The Mongolian left was rendered east when translated
into Chinese, resulting in an error with the actual direction. Thus, the
Mongolian concept of direction was not based on cardinal direction (east,
west, north, and south) but on four quarters (front, back, left, and

right), as confirmed by historical documents related to Northeast Asia.

Keywords: Sakhalin Island, Mongol Empire, Yuan Dynasty, orientation, Ainu



